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Wastewater Treatment Plant Bids Opened; Will Serve Cahoki^ 
b> Randy Pieret | ' ^ 

Bids have bcea opened for the $70 miUioa Amerieia 
BMionu Regional Wasitwater Treatmeal Facility designed to 
vtr\e hornet, buiinesses and indiutnes io Alonoa. Cealre-
ville. Cahoiia. 5.JUKCI and motl oTEati SI. Louis. 

Th« projeci »as bid in six difleteni units, the first two 
uf which ntaic up the bulk of the cost. This involves 
the actual constnicfion of a substantial part of the 27 
nullwa gallon jper day plant near the site of the existing 
Sauget wastc».iier treatment plant. Coabiaed wiiti Ibis -ia 
the bidding praccst is the rengvalioa of a pump 
siaiiuo at the site of the Cahokia wastewater ncaiment 
tacility. 

Bids ibr tbe projeci were opened oa February II 
*ltcr having teen posipooud from laie December and 
jcair in liir Januar). A protest (roni a nippKer has 
deU)cd the opening of one phase cf the bids. That bid 
opening is planned for Thursday. March II according 
to John Zelle. project director. Zdlc added that the other 
bids will not l>e awarded until this facet of the projeci 
has been tiraighiened iMit la regard ID a \am biddv 
who. as accessary in all phases of Ihe bidding, ftiHilb 
bonding requintnienu, minority busiaess enterprise icgula-
noos and sha«.s absolute compliance »ith specifications. 
All of this should take a couple of auaths. Zelle noted. 

Al the Febrvary II bid opening, tbe )Oial effort of two 
Brau. Walbridge-Aldinger and Tarltoa Coasiraciioa Com; 

Gay of SI . t>wis. was appartatly low with raugh)y 
t.UO.SOO ISn- the plant coostroctiaa aad pump suiiaa 

^novaiioa porflaa of dw prqjact There wcra- > Mai of 
tight bids Mtbnlned (or thb wort. tht< MiiMtf M i c 
MJ.946.000. Other bidden were S.M. WUsoa of Gtaahe Cky, 
Envirocea, a divisioa of Fmin-Colaoa. Paal Lawreaoe 
Company of Minneapolis. K.E. Dailey of Detnit combined 
with J.V. Hclnkainp cf Wood River. Newberg-Brindersog^ 

Th* AiMriccn Bottomi Raglonal WastMvatar TrMtmaat Facility. Th* procMt ! • 
•hown. with tha prlma/y aattling lanka at (ar lowar lad, (1); tha prtmary oravlty 
thldwfUng, at top Mtt 0 ; tha grit ramoval In tha miitdla o( tha aattling tanka, tha 
aludga/blawar building (3} atiova that, a acraw pump t t i i i len (4) to tha Immadlata 
r i t f i l . tha aacondary gravtty thickaning (5) lo Iha right o t t t i f building, aarit lon tanka 

Albwki-Kollo o f - S I . Louis and MeCutby BnXheri of'- FUas t ad spwificatioiu (or tha pr^jact wcra pnparad by 
St. Louis. tuaaell tad Aien Englnaan, PUaaan, AKbllactt, lac. of St. 

Aaother phase of the bidding la whlefa aa q>pareBi Loul*-
low b'iddcr, Helmkamp Cooslructioa of Wood River with a '': Tlx pioic<t '>n* loadc possible throagh^ • grant of 

m baMw, a diatn(actlon buHding (7) in ttiHorafranl, aaoendary aatUtnglB) aboi« and 
to tha right, a aaivitM watar building <g) furthar right, a atoraga building ( ie | abova 
and to tha right, a mi(lntai«anca building (11) •0«ln to tha right and tha 
adminiatratlon building (12) balow.apd to tha (ar r ight 

./Mold eUvtaty of MM SoutAam WnoM BuMiart AMoctelienJ 

price of SSM.683. was determined en February 11 concerns 
the ctmstfuctioii of a force main cooneeting the new 
treatmeal plant u the renovated pump station. 

Also involved la tbe project will be the coastruction of 
a new pump ttatioa al the site of the pteseni East 
SI . Louis wastewater treaUBcM plant. Helmkamp was 
apparent k>w bidder here with a price of $2,9li,000. 

The neat unit cf ihc bids is thai part which will be 
opened on March II. Tbis calls (or the coastruction of 
a (oKc main fttim the East Si. Louis pump station to 
the main plant facility. 

The Helmkamp Brm ia the apparent k>w bidder, wiih 
a price of about St .7l7J00, (or tbe constructioo of a new 
pump sutioa to be located at near the present lite of 
Ihc Sauget treataKal facility along with an outfall sewer 
10 Mississippi River, also Included ia this part of the 
project. 

S!AJ> millioa (rom the Ualled 
ProiectioB Agency, procured, acoording io the Southcra 
imiHIH HlnldersAHOciatioa. through Ihe efforts of Fnak 
Basile Jr., aa eiecutlva of Monaanto CorporaliOB who 
was on loan from that firm to ttprescnl Sauget, and 
William Sago, vice-presideal of Russdl sad Axoo. BasUc ii 
no longer with the pni}eet, having given bis duties over 
to Zelle. 

The notiKcation to Sauge'l of the USEPA grant award 
came on June 30 of lisl year. The 2S percent 
local (hare to absorb the cosu over and above tbe grant 
will be obtained primarily through the issuance of revenue 
bonds. 

As a result of this project, piimaiy treatment plants in 
Cahokia and East Si. loais will be eliminated. Tbe 
Cahokia Metro-East SanKaty District plant's fiinctioning 
was impeded by Ihe financial insolvency of Ihc district. The 

ID-iach diamaler {ore* aula Itrom tha aaw CahoUa pump i 
r i tat i«r will cury wuMwaiaf ovar'lhfaa aiDM to tfa* 
jOfeatiaeairite. 

The pfooefs I* expected H a handle 27 aalDoa gsBoas 
of wastewater per day through a aaiquc process ia which 
powdered activated caiboa is tcgefwrated, redaciag the 
sludge and comeitiag the auittial ia a black saad-like 
iubslanes. 

The regioaalizatioa ooocept was devek)ped ia 1971 as a 
mesas of ooostnicting aa EPA-maadatcd secoadaty ticility 
rather thaa building new trcatmcat plaata (or Cahokia. i 
Sauget aad East St. Louis, thus puttiag ap one plant 
a t leuereost . 

Conatructioa is cxpcctad to lake from JJ to JS months. 
Then a one-year period would begin daring which stan-op 
of the plant thiough tntaiag cf enplayees aad refine-
meats to tbe aysiea would take plaoe before (iiU 
operations begin. 

(Our thanks to tbe Southcra Bliaoii Builders.^socialion 
* „ i s a s . . . u n c b p r o v , d i . i | « » , e i n ^ a t . o n ^ , » 


